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-Missionary    Convention    in    JonannesDiirg 

"IT  was  the  hi^hlmhl  of  my  mission!"  That  was  lh(-  thouKhl  of  every 
missionary  as  the  Elders  began  boardinj;  their  trains  in  Johannesburg  late 
Sunday  night,  the  30th  of  December.  1951.  at  the  conclusion  of  nine  wonderful 
days  of  instruction,  testimony  bearing,  inspiring  services,  and  renewing  of  old 
acquaintances. 

There  were  63  missionaries  attending  ail  of  the  meetings  plus  many 
members,  and  the  old  Ramah  Chapel  was  the  scene  of  much  more  activity  than 
it  has  been  accustomed  to  for  many  years.  Upon  arriving  on  Saturday  night, 
the  22nd  of  December,  each  of  the  missionaries  registered  .and  received  a  badge 
and  ribbon  telling  where  he  was  from  and  designating  the  area  in  which  he  was 
labouring.  A  welcome  by  the  Mission  Presidency  and  Sister  Wright  sent  the 
Elders  to  the  homes  of  the  gracious  members  who  had  offered  accommodation 
for  the  Elders  during  their  week's  stay. 

Three  meetings  were  held  on  Sunday  at  Ramah  at  which  many  of  the  Elders 
were  called  upon  to  speak.  Monday  started  the  class  instruction  period  and 
classes  were  held  on  tracting,  chain  contacts,  missionary  reports,  etiquette, 
speech,  and  the  daily  missionary  programme.  That  night  Father  Christmas 
Cooper  was  there  with  bells  on  to  make  sure  that  everyone  received  a  gift. 
Elder  Martin  was  in  charge  of  the  evening  and  provided  entertainment  for 
everyone. 

The  Ramah  Chapel  was  the  scene  again  on  Christmas  Day  for  a  short,  but 
very  good  Christmas  programme  which  instilled  the  Xmas  Spirit  in  all  present. 
The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  at  the  homes  of  members  and  friends  and  these 
good  people  helped  do  away  with  that  "Christmas  Away  From  Home  Feeling." 
A  telegram  with  the  Seasons'  Greetings  was  received  from  President  David 
C.  McKay  and  was  read  to  all  present. 

All  of  the  District  and  Branch  Presidents  were  in  attendance  on  Wednesday 
where  both  missionaries  and  members  taught  classes  on  Church  Government 
and  Procedure,  Mission  Building  Programme.  Reports  and  Records,  Priesthood 
and  Branch  Teaching,  Auxiliaries,  and  Member  Missionary  Relations.  Thursday 
was  another  very  full  day  of  class  work  with  the  missionaries  giving  instructions 
on  Proselyting,  Study,  South  African  Culture,  Mission  Officers,  and  a  discussion 
on  the  Re-organized  Church.  The  health  of  the  missionary  was  also  discussed 
by  the  group  and  many  good  suggestions  were  put  forward  to  help  all  in  keeping 
fit  this  next  coming  year.  At  night  the  costumes  and  make-up  were  on  and  the 
missionaries  staged  a  concert  for  anyone  who  was  brave  enough  to  attend.  A 
large  crowd  filled  the  Selbourne  Hall  while  M.C.  "Red  Foley"  Ellsworth  intro- 
duced each  of  the  skits  and  kept  the  audience  laughing. 

The  most  inspirational  meeting  of  the  entire  convention  was  a  ten-hour 
testimony  meeting  on  Friday  where  all  of  the  Missionaries  gathered  together 
and  each  took  the  opportunity  of  standing  up  and  bearing  witness  to  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  Gospel,  which  had  brought  them  to  this  country.  All  expressed 
gratitude  for  the  many  privileges  and  blessings  that  had  come  into  their  lives 
as  a  result  of  the  calling  that  they  had  received  as  missionaries.  Love  and 
thanksgiving  were  expressed  for  the  parents  of  all  present,  who  had  instilled 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel  within  the  hearts  of  these  Latter-day  Saints. 

Saturday  morning  was  "filled  with  the  Question  and  Answers  discussion 
which  was  followed  by  a  summary  of  the  convention  by  President  Wright, 
President  Hudson,  and  President  Wilson.  That  night  122  missionaries,  members, 
and  investigators  attended  a  banquet  at  the  Sykline  Hotel  in  downtown 
Johannesburg.  Elder  Farr  Hansen  was  Toastmaster  and  called  upon  Brother 
Donly.  Brother  Ganter,  Elder  McKay.  Elder  Owen,  and  President  Wright  to 
speak  after  dinner.  Elder  Ellswo"fth  played  and  sajig-.a^  fe>y_  numbers  on  the 
guitar  and  a  quartette  consisting  of  Elders  Slater,  FLeynolds  .Casper,  and  Bush, 
sang  two  very  fine  arrangements  of  Negro  spirituals.      (Continued  on  page  198) 
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AROUND    THE    WORLD 


HOLLYWOOD,    CALIFORNIA. 

—Singing  brilliantly,  a  specially 
formed  LDS  choir  of  300  voices 
was  the  highhght  of  the  two  and 
one-half  hour  "Our  America" 
programme  broadcast  from  the 
world-famous  Hollywood  Bowl. 
The  mid-October  sun  was  at  100° 
temperature  while  thousands  en- 
joyed the  third  annual  event 
sponsored  by  the  national  "Go 
To  Church"  campaign. 

Robed  in  the  national  colours 
red,  white,  and  blue,  the  choir, 
under  the  direction  of  H. 
Frederick  Davis,  sang  four  num- 
bers for  which  they  received  the 
highest  praises  from  Los  Angeles 
critics  and  musicians.  The  com- 
ments of  the  press  and  critics 
take  on  additional  meaning 
when  it  is  considered  that  the 
choir  is  only  10  weeks  old,  being 
organized  for  the  bowl  event  by 
members  from  10  stakes  in 
southern  California  only  last 
August. 

Numbers  offered  by  the  choir 
were,  "God  of  Our  Fathers," 
"The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Re- 
public," the  "Seraphic  Song," 
and  the  "Hallelujah  Chorus" 
from  the  "Messiah"  by  Handel. 

First  organized  in  August  the 
choir  scheduled  one  rehearsal  a 
week  at  the  Los  Angeles  center. 
Members  came  from  every  stake 
in  the  area,  and  one  member 
drove  80  miles  from  San 
Bernardino  just  to  sing  with  the 
group  each  Friday  evening. 

So  well  received  was  the  sing- 
ing of  the  Choir  that  they  were 
immediately  asked  to  sing  at  the 
San  Bernardino  Centennial  last 
month,  and  an  invitation  was  ex- 
tended for  the  choir  to  furnish 
the  music  for  the  Easter  sunrise 
service  at  the  Hollywood  Bowl 
next  spring. 

THE    STICK   OF   JOSEPH.— A 

new  and  long-awaited  film  has 
just  been  -received  in  the  South 
African  Mission,  and  in  all  of  the 
other  missions  throughout  the 
Church.  It  is  the  story  of  the 
Book  Of  Mormon  told  in  a  17 
minute  pictorial  presentation. 
The  equivalent  of  100  Kodak- 
chrome  slides,  it  will  be  used  in 
the  standard  filmstrip  projectors 
utilized  by  the  Church  in  all  of 
its  missions. 

Prepared  by  the  Radio,  Pub- 
licity,   and    Mission    Literature 


Committee,  the  original  slides 
were  presented  to  the  First  Presi- 
dency and  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  during  the  summer.  With 
their  approval,  release  prints  of 
the  filmstrip,  a  readers'  script, 
and  a  recorded  narration  have 
been  made  for  distribution  to  the 
missions.  Five  hundred  rolls 
have  been  sent  out  so  far  to  the 
remotest  parts  of  the  world. 

The  new  film  carries  the  title, 
"The  Stick  of  Joseph."  It  opens 
with  Ezekiel's  prophecy  concern- 
ing the  coming  together  of  the 
record  of  Judah  and  the  record 
of  Joseph.  From  there  it  unfolds, 
in  pictures,  the  highlights  of  the 
Nephite-Lamanite  story.  The 
climax  is  reached  in  the  visit  of 
the  Saviour  to  the  people  of 
ancient  America.  Care  was  taken 
to  create  a  feeling  of  the 
Saviour's  presence  without  at 
any  time  showing  His  figure.  The 
film  concludes  with  the  coming 
forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  at 
the  hands  of  the  Angel  Moroni. 

The  film  is  designed  to  give  the 
investigator  an  over-all  view  of 
the  Nephite  record  so  as  to  en- 
courage the  reading  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon. 

LDS  SFRVICEMEN  HOLD 
CONFERENCE   IN   KOREA.— 

Somewhere  in  Korea  a  "Korean 
Conference  for  Latter-day  Saint 
servicemen  fighting  with  the  U.S. 
Army  units  on  the  central  front 
was  conducted  recently  by  Chap- 
lain Timothy  H.  Irons,  formerly 
of  Nephi,  the  only  Mormon 
Chaplain  on  duty  in  this  war- 
torn  country. 

The  Sunday  afternoon  confer- 
ence meeting  attracted  76  Latter- 
day  Saint  men  representing  10 
states  and  the  Island  of  Samoa. 
Some  men  travelled  as  far  as  40 
miles  in  army  trucks  to  attend 
the  conference.  Other  men  from 
units  unable  to  furnish  trans- 
portation walked  and  hitch-hiked 
over  the  dusty  roads  to  the  meet- 
ing site. 

Chaplain  Irons  in  opening  the 
conference  called  on  the  men  to 
live  their  religion,  to  set  an  ex- 
ample within  their  units,  and  to 
remember  the  counsel  of  Church 
authorities  in  their  daily  activi- 
ties. 
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onannesuurg  ^  napei  ^z^ians 
AiK:HITRCTS    MESSAGE 

b}'  Conrad  H.  Sa'^ce 


Greetings  to  the  readers  of  "Cumorah's 
Southern  Messenger"  from  the  architect 
of  the  proposed  Church  building  at 
Johannesburg ! 

President  Wright  has  asked  me  to  write 
about  the  building  project  so  that  The 
Latter  Day  Saints  in  South  Africa,  and 
particularly  those  on  The  Reef,  may  be 
stimulated  to  interest  and  responsibility. 
To  some  of  you,  what  I  write  will  be 
familiar,  because  I  had  the  priviledge  of 
speaking  to  you  on  the  subject  some  weeks 
ago. 

My  contact  with  Mormonism  goes  back 
many  years,  when  I  was  a  student  of  theo- 
logy in  England  and  came  into  touch  with 
some  young  men  from  Salt  Lake  City.  It 
may  be  that  this  contact  contributed  to  my 
dissatisfaction  with  orthodox  Christianity 
and  caused  me  to  abandon  the  ministry  in 
favour  of  architecture.  More  recently,  my 
wife  and  I  overtook  two  young  men  on  the 
Pretoria  road  and  gave  them  a  lift.  Our 
car  was  a  roadster  Chevrolet,  and  our 
passengers,  sitting  in  the  dickey-seat,  were 
shut  off  by  the  hood  from  any  possibility 
of  conversation,  but  when  they  said  good- 
bye, they  gave  us  some  leaflets  and  we 
found  that  they  were  Mormon  mission- 
aries. More  recently  still.  Brother  Donly 
(somehow  I  called  him  "Brother"  from  the 
start  of  our  acquaintance)  met  over  a 
mutual  interest.  So  it  seemed  an  inevi- 
table strengthening  of  a  link  when  The 
Latterday  Saints  asked  me  whether  their 
present  premises  in  Johannesburg  could 
be  enlarged  or  improved.  I  advised  against 
it. 

This  brings  us  to  a  day.  nearly  two  years 
ago,  when  Brother  Donly  brought  Presi- 
dent Yarn  to  see  me.  In  the  March  issue 
of  Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger.  Presi- 
dent Wright,  saying  farewell  to  President 
Yarn,    describes    him    as     'one    of    God's 


noblemen."  That  is  how  he  impressed  me 
when  first  he  walked  into  my  office,  and 
this  impression  strengthened  on  the  all  too 
few  times  I  met  him  since,  particularly  on 
a  trip  we  made  together  to  and  from  the 
proposed  site  for  a  church  at  Springs. 

But  this  first  visit  of  his  was  of  more 
immediate  urgency :  The  Mormon  com- 
munity in  Johannesburg  were  thinking  of 
building  a  new  church  and  had  obtained 
an  option  over  a  site. 

What  did  I  think  about  it?  The  site  was 
stand  817  Parkview,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  past  the  Zoo  gates  on  Jan  Smuts 
avenue.  I  went  there  next  day.  From  the 
first,  I  was  suspicious  about  it.  Why  was 
an  attractive  piece  of  land  vacant,  when 
all  around  it  were  good  houses  with  splen- 
did gardens?  On  contouring  the  land.  I 
found  the  answer.  The  ground  sloped  so 
steeply  from  the  road  that  drainage  was 
impossible  into  the  front  street  and~  pos- 
sible only  by  going  through  the  property 
at  the  back.  This  property  contained  a 
fine  old  house  set  in  a  well-established 
garden.  The  question  therefore  was 
whether  the  owner  would  grant  us  a  ser- 
vitude to  run  our  drain  through  his  gar- 
den. Another  problem  was  that  the  title- 
deeds  of  stand  817  Parkview  permitted 
only  a  residence  to  be  obtained  from  the 
Town-Planning  department  to  alter  the 
title-deeds. 

It  may  interest  readers  to  know  that 
Johannesburg  has  been  zoned  under 
various  headings  which  limit  the  type  of 
building  which  may  be  erected.  For 
instance,  certain  areas  are  industrial, 
others  commercial,  and  others  again  per- 
mit single  houses  but  not  fiats.  Thus,  a 
church  may  not  be  built  in  an  exclusively 
residential  area  without  special  permission 
and.  before  granting  such  permission,  the 
City  Council  pays  great  attention  to  any 
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objection  to  the  project  which  may  be 
raised  by  anyone  living  in  the  district. 
These  difficulties  stood  out  strongly  when 
I  visited  the  Council  to  find  out  about  stand 
817.  Not  only  would  the  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty at  the  back  not  grant  us  a  drainage 
servitude,  but  he  would  also  most  strongly 
object  to  a  church  being  built  next  door 
to  his  house.  Seeing  that  this  man  was 
influential  in  civic  affairs,  it  was  at  once 
evident  that  our  church  could  not  be  built 
on  stand  817  Parview. 

The  next  stop  in  our  pigrimage  was  to 
stand  193  and  198  Dunkeld,  a  very  suitable 
piece  of  land  just  off  Oxford  Road  and 
running  from  Eastwold  Road  to  Rosebank 
Road.  I  never  found  out  why  negotiations 
over  this  site  were  so  long  delayed,  but 
while  they  were  going  on,  a  large  old 
garden  on  Jan  Smuts  Avenue  called  West- 
cliff,  was  cut  up  and  offered  for  sale. 

As  the  name  implies,  the  sites  are  on  a 
cliff,  and  tower  above  the  north-eastern 
suburbs,  with  magnificent  views  over  the 
Zoo  to  the  mountains  beyond.  The  Church 
obtained  an  option  over  stand  7  and  came 
to  me  for  my  opinion.  The  back  of  the 
stand  is  a  high  rugged  ironstone  Kopje 
dotted  with  fine  trees,  but  there  is  ample 
level  ground  near  Jan  Smuts  Avenue  to 
accommodate  a  church  building.  I  was 
charmed  with  the  site,  but  warned  the 
Church  not  to  conclude  the  purchase  until 
the  Council  agreed  to  the  building,  for 
•  here  again,  we  were  in  an  exclusively  resi- 
dential area. 

In  compliance  with  the  regulations,  we 
advertised  our  proposal  in  both  English 
and  Afrikaans  newspapers  on  May  15  and 
22,  1950.  In  the  meantime,  I  was  busy 
with  plans  and  elevations,  confering  with 
the  Traffic  Department  about  parking, 
with  the  Drainage  Department  about  dis- 
posal of  storm-water  from  the  hill  at  the 
back,  and  with  the  many  other  authorities 
whom  it  is  necessary  to  satisfy  before  a 
plan  can  be  finalised.  At  last  I  was  able 
to  give  Brother  Donly  a  set  of  drawings 
which  reflected  the  needs  of  the  local 
Latter-day  Saints  and  which  could  be 
handed  to  the  Council  with  a  definite 
request  that  they  allow  us  to  build. 

The  request  was  refused.  The  Council 
would  allow  us  to  build  a  church  but  not 
a  church-hall.  I  well  remember  Brother 
Donly's  visit  to  my  office  and  his  dis- 
appointment at  the  Council's  refusal.    We 


had  all  spent  so  much  time  and  thought 
upon  the  project  and  here  wre  our  hopes- 
dashed  to  the  ground. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  I  came  into 
personal  touch  with  President  Wright,  and 
my  first  impression  of  him  was  of  a  man 
who  would  not  take  "no"  for  an  answer. 
He  came  into  my  office  with  one  of  his 
counsellors,  Gilbert  Tobler,  and  it  was  at 
once  apparent  that  he  intended  to  turn 
defeat  into  victory.  Here  was  a  militant 
Saint  and  it  has  been  stimulating  to  work 
under  him.  We  marshalled  our  forces. 
While  not  altering  the  project  in  any  way, 
I  made  the  sheets  of  drawings  look  as 
attractive  as  possible  and  the  President 
got  leave  to  plead  our  cause  again  before 
the  Council. 

So     you     can     imagine     us,     President 
Wright,  Gilbert  Tobler,  and  your  architect, 
at  2.30  on  January  18,  1951,  seated  on  one 
of  the  benches  outside  the  Council  Chamber 
waiting  to  be  admitted.    I  was  on  familiar 
ground,   because  a   few   years  ago,  I  had 
been     the     Council's    architect     for     very 
extensive  additions  and  alterations,  and  I 
was  able  to  beguile  the  time  of  waiting  by 
showing  the  President  some  of  the  work  I 
had   done.     And   when   we   were   at   last 
ushered    into    the    Council    Chamber,    it 
cheered  me  to  find  that  several  of  the  men 
who  were  to  judge  our  case,  had  known 
me  in  the  days  when  I  had  designed  the 
very  room  in  which  we  were  sitting    .You 
all  know  the  little  shrug  with  which  the 
President  goes  into  action.     It  came  when 
he    was    invited    to    speak.      Because    the 
committee's  refusal  had  been  due  to  our 
request  for  a  Hall  as  well  as  a  Chapel,  he 
pointed    out    the    full-orbed    character    of 
Mormonism  and  that  it  was  calculated  to 
influence  every  department  of  life,  recre- 
ation —  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word  —  as 
well    as   worship.     It    appeared    that    the 
committee   had    based    its   refusal    on   the 
fear  that  the  Hall  would  be  let  for  public 
entertainments  and  that  it  would  degener- 
ate   into    a    place    of    amusement,    to    the 
annoyance  of  the  neighbours.    This  wrong 
idea  was  contradicted,  and  I.  as  architect, 
promised    that    the    Hall   would    be   made 
sound-proof.    Gilbert  Tobler  did  not  speak, 
but  those  of  you  who  know  him  better  than 
I  do,  can  appreciate  the  fact  that  his  dyna- 
mic presence  was  as  convincing  as  many 
words. 

(Continued  on  page  200) 
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By     Elder     Mark     E.     Peterson     of    the    Council 
of    the    the    Twelve    Apostles 


I  wonder,  young  people  of  the  Church,  il 
you  have  ever  seriously  thought  about 
what  a  cigarette  means  to  a  Latter-Day 
Saint.  It  means  more  to  us  than  it  does  to 
other  people.  I  know  that  some  of  you  will 
say  that  you  do  not  see  why,  that  you  have 
friends  in  other  churches  who  smoke,  and 
they  seem  to  get  along  all  right,  and  their 
churches  do  not  criticize  them  for  it,  and 
you  do  not  see  why  our  Church  takes  the 
attitude  it  does  on  this  subject.  Just  re- 
member, if  you  will,  that  the  Lord  has  not 
spoken  to  your  young  friends  in  the  other 
churches,  nor  to  the  heads  of  their 
churches,  giving  them  any  divine  revela- 
tion directing  them  to  abstain  from  these 
harmful  things.  In  their  churches  they  do 
not  even  accept  the  principle  of  modern 
revelation. 

But  with  us,  it  is  entirely  different.  God 
has  spoken  to  us  by  his  latter-day  prophets. 
He  has  given  us  modern-day  revelation,  de- 
claring that  tobacco  is  not  good  for  man. 
That  is  the  word  and  the  will  of  the  Lord 
to  the  Latter-Day  Saints.  Whenever  we 
turn  our  backs  upon  that  principle,  to  that 
extent  we  turn  our  back  on  the  Lord. 

The  average  young  person  of  today  is  an 
individual  who  loves  freedom,  wants  to  be 
his  own  boss,  and  does  not  like  to  have 
other  people  regulate  his  life  for  him.  But 
some  of  them  misunderstand  their  inde- 
pedence,  and  in  a  spirit  of  misunderstand- 
ing say,  "Well,  if  I  want  to  take  a  smoke, 
that  is  my  business.  I  have  a  perfect  right 
to.  It  is  a  free  country,  isn't  it?"  But  in 
submitting  to  the  enslaving  influence  of 
nicotine,  they  contribute  to  a  loss  of  the 
very  freedom  they  talk  about. 

If  you  adopt  the  cigarette  habit,  it  will, 
in  large  measure  determine  the  kind  of  life 
you  are  going  to  live,  the  kind  of  friends 
you  will  have,  the  kind  of  person  you  are 
going  to  marry,  even  the  kind  of  children 
you  may  have.  Do  you  regard  that  as  an 
extreme  statement?  Let  us  think  about  it 
for  a  few  moments. 

If,  at  your  house,  you  happen  to  take  a 
newspaper   or    a    magazine    which    carries 


cigarette  adverlismg.  and  those  allurmg 
advertisements  tempt  you  to  smoke,  and 
try  to  make  you  think  that  it  is  smart  to 
pufT  on  a  cigarette,  and  if  you  fall  for  that 
temptation,  what  is  the  first  thing  you  do** 

You  brush  to  one  side  all  the  teachings  of 
your  parents,  your  Church,  and  your 
friends  who  love  you.  Instead,  you  take 
the  advice  of  a  tobacco  merchant  who  has 
no  more  interest  in  you  than  to  get  what 
money  he  can  out  of  you  by  making  you  a 
slave  to  his  product.  And  then,  you  tell 
yourself,  "I  think  I  will  buy  some  cigar- 
ettes." And  so,  with  a  guilty  conscience, 
and  feeling  as  if  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
world  are  upon  you,  you  go  and  buy  your 
first  package  of  cigarettes.  Then,  you  won- 
der where  you  are  going  to  smoke  them. 
You  do  not  want  to  smoke  them  in  front 
of  your  parents  because  you  know  it  is 
wrong,  and  you  know  it  would  break  their 
hearts.  You  do  not  want  to  smoke  in  front 
of  your  non-smoking  friends  because  you 
know  what  they  would  tell  you.  And  so, 
you  go  some  place  where  neither  your 
friends  nor  your  parents  can  see  you.  Then 
you  open  the  package,  and  you  take  out 
that  first  cigarette,  put  it  in  your  mouth 
and  light  it.  Then  you  make  a  great  dis- 
covery: You  find  that  by  sucking  en  one 
end  of  that  cigarette,  with  the  light  on  the 
other,  you  can  actually  get  smoke  out  of  it; 
and  having  read  what  you  have  in  the 
advertisements,  and  having  puffed  away  on 
that  cigarette,  the  whole  operation  inflates 
your  ego.  So  you  throw  back  your  head, 
and  you  blow  the  smoke  in  the  air,  and  you 
say.  "Well.  I  really  must  be  somebody." 

You  want  to  smoke  some  more,  inasmuch 
as  you  have  fallen  for  that  temptation,  but 
you  do  not  want  to  do  it  in  private  all  the 
time,  and  you  do  not  want  to  be  the  only 
smoker  in  a  non-smoking  crowd,  so  you 
seek  out  other  people  who  smoke,  so  you 
can  smoke  with  them.  It  may  be  that  you 
already  have  some  smoking  friends  and 
thai  they  were  the  ones  who  provided  those 
first  cigarettes  and  that  you  began  to 
smoke  with  them.    In  either  case,  you  be- 
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gin  breaking  off  your  connections  with 
your  non-smoking  friends  and  start  to  form 
your  associates  among  smokers.  And  in 
this  way,  your  cigarettes  begin  to  choose 
your  friends  for  you. 

One  of  the  very  difficult  things  about  this 
is  that  the  habits  of  smokers  so  often  do  not 
stop  with  smoking,  but  they  include  drink- 
ing and  unwise  partying  as  well.  And 
when  you  start  going  with  people  who  do 
those  things,  it  will  not  be  very  long  before 
you  are  doing  the  same  things  they  are, 
and  in  that  way  the  cigarette  lays  the 
foundation  on  which  you  form  other  evil 
habits. 

If  you  are  going  to  be  a  smoker,  you 
realize  that  you  are  breaking  one  of  the 
commandments  of  God,  and  you  do  not  feel 
good  about  it.  You  know  that  over  in  the 
Chapel  they  speak  about  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  every  once  in  a  while  and  now 
that  you  are  a  smoker  you  do  not  like  to 
hear  about  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  You  have 
heard  about  it  all  your  life,  and  you  do  not 
want  your  conscience  to  hurt  you  any  more 
than  it  does  already,  so  you  tell  yourself 
you  had  better  stay  away  from  your  meet- 
ings. You  begin  to  realise  that  for  a  Latter- 
Day  Saint,  worship  and  smoking  just  do 
not  go  together.  And  so  the  cigarette 
persuades  you  to  stay  away  from  church. 

When  you  were  small,  your  parents 
taught  you  to  pray,  and  you  prayed  with 
more  or  less  regularity  all  you  life.  But 
now  that  you  are  a  smoker,  you  feel  out  of 
harmony  with  the  Lord  and  you  hesitate  to 
go  to  him  in  prayer. 

You  begin  to  discover  that,  for  a  Latter- 
Day  Saint,  cigarettes  undermine  faith  and 
interfere  with  prayer.  And  as  a  child  who 
has  been  hurt  avoids  the  instruments 
which  hurt  him,  so  you  with  a  smarting 
conscience  shy  away  from  your  religious 
duties.  You  have  come  to  know  that 
spirituallity  and  smoking  are  incombatible. 
And  so  the  cigarette  persuades  you  to  stop 
praying. 

Your  parents  also  taught  you  to  pay  tith- 
ing on  everything  you  earned,  but  now 
that  you  do  not  go  to  church  very  often  you 
are  not  very  proud  of  your  Church  connec- 
tions, you  stop  paying  tithing.  "What  is  the 
use?"  you  ask  yourself.  You  say,  "This  tith- 
ing money  itself  would  buy  quite  a  few 
cigarettes;  they  cost  real  money  these 
days."  Rather  an  expensive  habit  you  have 
picked  up!  And  so  the  cigarette  persuades 
you  to  stop  paying  tithing. 


When  you  get  old  enough  to  get  married, 
you  ask  yourself,  "Whom  shall  I  marry?" 
If  you  are  a  boy  you  say,  "Will  it  be  Helen 
or  Jane  or  Elizabeth?"  And  if  you  are  a 
girl,  you  ask  yourself,  "Will  it  be  Tom,  Dick 
or  Harry?"  And  then  you  tell  yourself  that 
you  like  Tom  better  than  Harry,  and  Jane 
better  than  Elizabeth.  And  why  do  you 
like  them  better?  Because  you  know  them 
better.  And  how  did  you  get  to  know  them? 
Because  they  are  in  the  crowd  with  you; 
you  know,  the  smoking  crowd.  And  they 
do  the  things  that  you  do.  They  are  like 
you.  Why,  you  would  not  even  think  of 
marrying  one  of  your  former  friends  in  the 
non-smoking  crowd.  How  ridiculous!  Why 
he  would  not  smoke  with  you — would  not 
even  take  a  cocktail,  and  he  would  not 
neck,  and  he  would  not  pet,  and  he  would 
not  party  around.  Why,  you  would  not 
marry  one  of  them!  You  are  going  to  marry 
one  of  your  own  crowd.  And  then,  if  you 
want  to  sit  down  together  and  smoke  to- 
gether you  can,  and  there  is  no  embarrass- 
ment— so  you  tell  yourself.  There  is  no- 
body after  you  if  you  fill  the  house  full  of 
tobacco  smoke,  and  no  one  to  nag  at  you  if 
your  cigarette  burns  a  hole  in  the  over- 
stuffed, or  if  you  drop  hot  ashes  on  the 
new  rug.  So  your  cigarette  helps  to  choose 
the  kind  of  person  you  marry. 

What  kind  of  home  will  you  have?  There 
will  not  be  much  faith  in  it,  because  the 
cigarettes  have  already  undermined  your 
faith.  And  you  will  not  say  very  many 
prayers  because  the  cigarettes  have  taken 
care  of  that  too.  And  there  will  not  be 
much  Church  activity  in  your  house,  be- 
cause the  cigarettes  have  checked  that  off 
also.  So  you  will  have  a  worldly  home  with 
precious  little  spirituality  in  it.  Is  that 
really  the  kind  of  home  you  want? 

Will  you  have  children  in  that  home?  II 
you  are  like  many  of  the  smoking  young 
people  of  today,  you  will  not  have  any 
children.  One  of  them  recently  said,  "Why 
a  squawking  kid  would  cramp  my  style! 
Do  you  think  I  am  going  to  stay  up  and 
walk  the  floor  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
with  a  squealing  baby  in  my  arms?  None 
of  that  for  me."  And  so  the  cigarette  may 
help  to  rob  you  of  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  that  God  gives  us  in  this  life:  The 
privilege  of  having  little  children. 

But  suppose  by  some  chance  you  do  have 
children — what  will  they  be  like?  Why. 
they  will  be  just  like  you.  They  will  not 
(Continued  on  page  199) 
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Jllnti   &n   Cc^JmtCf.    Meat 


Owing  to  the  present  meat  shortage,  we 
must  take  care  of  the  little  we  do  get. 
Immediately  upon  arrival  from  the  market, 
fresh  meal  should  be  unwrapped,  scraped 
and  wiped  off  if  necessary — never  washed 
— and  stored  in  the  refrigerator.  Be  sure 
and  store  it  uncovered  in  the  refrigerator. 
On  the  other  hand,  cooked  meat  should  be 
kept  covered  in  the  refrigerator  to  prevent 
the  surface  from  becoming  hard  and  dry. 

A  dry,  cold  place  is  sufficient  for  the 
storage  of  smoked  meats.  If  they  are  kept 
in  the  refrigerator,  it  need  not  be  in  the 
coldest  part.  Bacon  should  not  be  allowed 
to  stand  at  room  temperature  for  any 
length  of  time  or  it's  keeping  qualities  may 
be  impaired. 

Cooking  at  low  temperatures  makes 
meat  juicier,  more  tender  and  more  palat- 


able because  it  keeps  the  juices  in  and  sets 
the  muscle  proteins  without  toughening. 
High  temperatures  tend  to  toughen  and 
shrink  muscle  fibres  and  dissolve  connec- 
tive tissue,  which  makes  the  meat  dry, 
tough,  flavourless  and  stringy. 

A  very  lean  cut  of  meat  may  be  larded  to 
increase  it's  juiciness,  or  you  should  cut  fat 
into  strips  or  lardoons  and  insert  them  in 
the  meat  with  a  larding  needle. 

The  treatment  of  your  meat  is  the  mak- 
ing or  breaking  of  your  dinner. 

Sis.  Georgina  Spear. 

Luanshya, 

N.  Rhodesia. 
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FANCY    BISCUITS 

By  Johanna  Herbst. 


3  lb    Butter 

\\  lb.  Flour 

3   Eggs 

2  teaspoons  Baking  Powder 


\  lb.  Sugar 

\,  lb.  Maizena 

3   tablespoons   Water 

a  good  pinch  of  Salt. 


Cream  butter  and  sugar,  add  eggs,  then  water.  Sift  flour, 
Maizena,  salt,  and  baking  powder  together.  Fold  in.  Must  be 
stiff  dough. 

Icing  tube  can  be  used  to  squirt  on  cake  pan  or  else  very 
small  cake  forms. 

Use  raspberry  or  apricot  jam  to  put  biscuits  together. 


January,  1952. 


CUMORAH'S    SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


Transfers  and  Appointments.  .. 


TRANSFERS   DURING   NOVEMBER 


Name 
Elder   Ronald    T.    Pace 
Elder  Murray  C.  Nichols 
Elder  Le  Dell  R.  Bullock 
Elder  Dean  Baxter 


from 
Ramah,  Tvl. 
Uitenhage,    C.P. 
Cape  Town 
Uitenhage,    C.P. 


to 
The   Hill,   Tvl. 
The   Hill,   Tvl. 
Ramah,  Tvl. 
Mowbray,   C.P. 


labour    with 
Elder  M.  C.  Nichols 
Elder   Ronald  T.  Pace 
Elder  Albright 
Elder  Leo  D.  Miller 


TRANSFERS   ON   JANUARY   1st 


Name 
Elder  Robert  S.  Thompson 
Elder   Gordon   Dee   Cooper 
Elder    Harold    Stuck! 
Elder  Murray  C.  Nichols 
Elder    Lyle    Rasmussen 
Elder   Bruce   R.   Peterson 
Elder   Walter  L.  Hoggan 
Elder    Veryle   B.    Leavitt 
Elder  Le  Dell  R.  Bullock 
Elder    Richard    Dutson 
Elder  Elwin  J.   Slater 
Elder  Dean  Baxter 
Elder   Garth   V.   Hall 
Elder    Louis    K.    Falck 
Elder  Harold   O.  Horne 
Elder  Leon  B.  Casper 
Elder  Dale  E.  Talbot 
Elder  Don  Bush 


from 
Bulawayo,  S.   Rhodesik 
Pinelands,  Cape 
Bulawayo,   S.   Rhodesia 
The  Hill,  Transvaal 
Vanderbilj  Park,  Tvl. 
Ramah,  Tvl. 
Mission  Office 
Durban,  Natal. 
Ramah,   Tvl. 
Kensington,  Tvl. 
East  London 
Mowbray,  Cape 
Salisbury,   S.  Rhodesia. 
Luanshya,  N.  Rhodesia 
Salisbury,   S.  Rhodesia 
Umtali,  S.  Rhodesia 
Ndola,  N.  Rhodesia 
Bloemfontein,  O.F.S. 


to 
Mission  Office 
Mission  Office 
Mowbray 
Pinelanas,  Cape 
East  London 
Bloemfontein,    O.F.S. 
Durban,  Natal 
Salisbury,  S.  Rhodesia 
Salisbury,  S.  Rhodesia 
Bulawayo,   S.   Rhodesia 
Bulawayo,   S.  Rhodesia 
The  Hill,  Tvl. 
Ramah,  Tvl. 
Springs,  Tvl. 
Germiston,   Tvl. 
Florida,  Tvl. 
Parkhurst,  Tvl. 
Transvaal. 


to  labour  with 


Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 
Elder 


R.  B.  Clark 
Leo  D.  Miller 
Glen  R.  Benson 
Gary  C.  Peck 
F.  E.  Trimble 
M.  G.  McKay 
L.  R.  Bullock 
V.  B.  Leavitt 

E.  J.  Slater 
R.  Dutson 
R.  T.  Pace 
Ellsworth 
Stockdale 
Harrison 

F.  J.  Robert 
Mendenhall 
Sherwood. 


APPOINTMENTS  ON  JANUARY  1st. 


Elder  Clifford  A.  Coon  was  transferred 
from  Salisbury,  So.  Rhodesia,  to  the 
Mission  Office  and  appointed  Private 
Secretary   to    the    Mission   President. 

Elder  William  Allen  was  appointed 
Branch  President  of  the  Pretoria  Branch. 

Elder  Floyd  E.  Trimble  was  appointed 


Supervising  Elder  of  the  Bloemfontein 
District  and  Branch  President  of  the 
Bloemfontein  Branch. 

Elder  Q.  T.  Palmer  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder  of  the  Salisbury  Area 
and  Branch  President  of  the  Salisbury 
Branch  in  Southern  Rhodesia. 


MISSIONARY  CONVENTION— 

(Continued  from  page  191) 

Convention  came  to  a  close  on  Sunday  with  three  Mission  Conference 
sessions.  The  last  was  held  at  the  Kensington  Hall  where  a  large  crowd  said 
good-bye  to  all  of  the  departing  Elders  and  wished  them  success  in  the  new 
year.  President  Wright  was  at  the  train  to  wave  good-bye  to  the  Elders  as  they 
started  their  long  trek  to  their  areas. 

Stimulated  to  greater  efforts  all  of  the  missionaries  will  with  renewed 
determination  carry  the  Gospel  to  more  and  more  of  the  honest  in  heart  in 
South  Africa  in  1952  and  all  hope  and  pray  that  the  Church  will  be  strengthened 
and  will  increase  in  the  coming  New  Year. 
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ni.KSSlNGS 

Drh'iif  van  Rouycn.  tlic  dHiightor  of  Ralph  and 
Esnie  van  Rooym.  was  blessed  in  Mowbray 
on  the  4lli  of  Novcnibcr.  1951.  by  Prosident 
Evan   P.   Wright. 

Cirrjfory  Kenneth  Sinden,  the  son  of  Wnllci 
and  Constance  Rust  Sinden,  was  blessed  In 
Mowbray  on  the  4th  of  November.  1951.  by 
President  Blaine  L.  Hudson. 

Gordonlenn  James  Harton,  the  son  of  Gordon- 
lenn  and  Mary  van  der  Poll  Barton,  was 
blessed  by  Elder  Don  W.  Manning  in  Mow- 
bray oti  the  Und  of  December,    1951. 

Eileen  Joj  re  Kallis.  the  daughter  of  Alexander 
and  Margaret  Pirie  Kallis.  was  blessed  by 
President  Evan  P.  Wright  on  the  9th 
of  December.  1951. 

Bonita  Mavis  Chamberlain,  the  daughter  of 
Albert  and  Mavis  Doller  Chamberlain,  was 
blessed  by  Ernest  H.  Doller  on  the  9th  of 
December,   1951,   in   Port   Elizabeth. 

BAPTISMS 

Ian  Dou8:las  McCallum,  the  son  of  Hugo 
Douglas  and  Mona  Mary  Williams  Mc- 
Callum. was  baptized  by  Elder  Gary  C.  Peck 
on  the  25th  of  November,  1951.  in  East 
London  and  was  confirmed  on  that  same 
day  by  Elder  Elwin  J.  Slater. 

Gordonlenn  James  Barton  was  baptized  on  the 
2nd  of  December.  1951.  by  Elder  Don  W. 
Manning  and  was  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Meade  Squire. 

Louis  Edward  van  Staden,  the  son  of  Johannes 
and  Maria  Joubert  van  Staden  was  bap- 
tized on  the  2nd  of  December,  1951.  by 
Elder  Lo  Dell  R.  Bullocic  and  confirmed 
that  same  day  by  Elder  George  L.  Albright. 

Martinus  Johannes  Joubert,  the  son  of  Louis 
and  Dorothea  van  Staden  Joubert,  was 
baptized  on  the  2nd  of  December.  1951,  by 
Elder  Le  Dell  R.  Bullock  and  confirmed 
that  same  day  by  George  C.  Ganter. 

Joyce  Smith  Ganter.  was  baptized  in  Johan- 
nesburg on  the  2nd  of  December  by  Presi- 
dent George  C.  Ganter  and  was  confirmed 
by  Francis  Donly  on  that  same  day. 

Hope  de  Wit  Beswiclt  was  baptized  and  con- 
firmed by  Elder  John  A.  Wursten  on  the 
11th  of  November.  1951,  in  Johannesburg. 

Myrna  Priscilla  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Eric 
and  Eileen  Ninow  Smith,  was  baptized  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  George  L.  Albright  in 
the  Ramah  Branch  on  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber,   1951. 

Ivy  May  Hansel  Clark  was  baptized  on  the  16th 
of  December,  1951.  by  Elder  George  L. 
Albright  and  was  confirmed  on  that  same 
day  by  Elder  Bruce  R.   Peterson. 

John  Stewart  Daubney,  the  son  of  Stanley  and 
Mary  Graham  Daubney.  was  baptized  in 
Bloemfontein  on  the  16th  of  December. 
1951.  by  Elder  Floyd  E.  Trimble  and  was 
confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Clifford  D.  Bush. 

Peter  Graham  Daubney.  the  son  of  Stanley  and 
Mary  Graham  Daubney  was  baptized  on 
the  16th  of  December.  1951.  by  Elder  Floyd 
E.  Trimble  and  was  conf.rmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  J.  Gary  Whiting. 


OKDINATIO.NK 

Martln<«  KttuM*  Tol  wa.s  nrdnlned  In  the  \aronlc 
Priesthoixl  lo  the  omce  of  Priest  by  Elder 
CllfTord  D.  Bush  on  the  25th  of  November 
in  Bloemfontein. 

Wilfred  Sinclair  Wrench  was  ordained  lo  the 
ofTlce  of  Teacher  in  the  Aaronlc  Priesthood 
by  Elder  E.  Trimble  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber In  Bloemfontein. 


CIGARKTTES— 

(Continued  from  page  199) 

believe  very  much  in  God,  because  you  will 
not  make  relif?ion  very  important  in  their 
lives.  They  will  not  say  very  many  prayers 
because  you  will  not  teach  them  how.  And 
they  will  not  go  to  church  much  because 
you  do  not.  And  when  they  get  a  little 
older,  they  will  acquire  the  other  habits 
that  you  have,  and  they  will  be  just  about 
like  you.  So  the  cigarette  determines  in 
large  measure  the  kind  of  children  you 
will  have. 

Do  you  not  see,  young  people  of  the 
Church,  how  the  cigarettes  can  mark  out 
your  life  for  you — point  the  path  for  you  to 
follow?  Are  you.  as  young  men  and 
women,  willing  to  surrender  to  the  tyranny 
of  a  cigarette?  Are  you  willing  to  allow  a 
cigarette  to  determine  in  such  large 
measure  the  kind  of  life  you  are  going  to 
live?  Are  you  going  to  allow  a  cigarette  to 
choose  the  kind  of  friends  you  have,  the 
kind  of  person  you  will  marry — even  the 
kind  of  children  you  may  have?  Are  you. 
as  a  young  Latter-Day  Saint,  willing  to 
allow  a  cigarette  to  determine  your  atti- 
tude toward  God? 

Choose  for  yourself:  Do  you  want  to  live 
a  life  without  God?  The  cigarette  would 
like  you  to.  But  remember,  you  can  never 
live  successfully  without  the  Lord.  So 
many  have  tried,  and  all  have  failed. 

And  so  I  come  back  to  the  question  with 
which  I  began:  Have  you  ever  really  con- 
sidered what  a  cigarette  means  to  a  Latter- 
Day  Saint?  You  who  smoke  now.  do  not 
make  the  mistake  of  supposing  that  the 
Church  is  against  you,  because  it  is  not.  It 
only  desires  your  welfare,  and  it  hopes  and 
prayers  for  the  day  when  you  will  declare 
your  independence  from  the  slavery  of 
nicotine.  And  you  who  do  not  smoke,  be- 
fore you  take  that  first  cigarette  ask  your- 
helf,  "V/ill  it  help  me  or  hurt  me?"  Think 
it  over  carefully,  and  may  God  guide  you 
in  your  thinking. 
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Departures  ,  ! 


Elder  Martin 


Elders  Dean  W.  Martin,  J.  Gary  Whiting, 
Dean  D.  Baxter,  and  Mac  F.  Reynolds  were 
honourably  released  from  their  missionary 
labours  on  January  10,  1952  and  are  sailing 
home  via  the  East  Coast  on  the  "Llan- 
dovery Castle."  Elder  Martin  has  laboured 
in  Rondebosch,  Highlands  North,  Pretoria, 
as  Mission  Supervisor  of  Auxiliaries,  as 
Supervising  Elder  in  Northern  Rhodesia, 
and  as  Private  Secretary  to  the  Mission 
President.  Elder  Whiting  has  laboured  in 
Steurhof,  Bloemfontein,  Germiston,  South- 
ern Suburbs,  as  Supervising  Elder  in  Salis- 
bury, Durban,  and  as  Supervising  Elder  in 
Bloemfontein.  Elder  Baxter  served  in  Port 
Elizabeth,  Vanderbilj  Park,  Germiston, 
Durban,  Uitenhage,  and  in  Cape  Town. 
Elder  Reynolds  has  worked  in  Parktown 
North,  Steurhof,  Sea  Point,  and  Durban. 


Elder  Baxter 


Elder  Whiting 


Elder  Reynolds 


CHAPEL  PLANS— 

(Continued  from  page  194) 
Not  content  to  wait  for  the  official  noti- 
fication, the  President  called  on  the  com- 
mittee clerk  next  morning  and  was  told 
that  leave  had  been  granted  for  both 
Chapel  and  Hall.  Defeat  had  been  turned 
into  Victory. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  future 
building  in  words:  Plans,  elevations, 
necessary  for  this.  The  chapel  has  a 
sloping  floor  and  seats  170  including  choir 
of  30  and  a  Lounge  at  the  back  where 
another  50  can  be  accommodated. 

On  special  occasions,  the  Hall  can  be 
included  in  the  Chapel.  The  Hall  mea- 
sures 45  feet  by  75  feet  and  has  a  big 
stage,  with  a  bioscope  box  at  the  other 
end;  it  is  designed  for  every  form  of 
recreation  and  instruction  and  has  its  own 
group  of  ablution  and  changing  rooms. 
There  are  six  classrooms,  and  a  large 
room  for  the  Relief  Society  off  which  is  a 
very  fine  Font.    Kitchen,  Store-rooms,  and 


other  etceteras  complete  the  picture. 

As  to  its  appearance  —  you  will  have 
to  wait  till  it  is  built,  but  I  can  promise 
you  that  the  accumulated  experience  of 
many  years  is  focussed  on  this. work.  To 
me,  a  church  is  the  greatest  work  an 
architect  can  be  called  upon  to  design 
and  I  am  fortunate  in  having  as  my  assis- 
tant, a  man  who  shares  my  opinion.  Mr. 
Bryant  has  just  completed  a  thesis  on 
Protestant  Ecclesiastical  Architecture,  so 
he  is  well  equipped  for  the  work. 

But  a  building  is  not  a  Church.  Just 
as  a  human  body  is  a  temple  of  God,  so 
is  the  building  which  we  are  designing 
nothing  more  than  a  body  in  which  a 
Spirit  can  dwell.  I  have  designed 
churches  which  were  mausoleum  of  dead 
faith,  but  what  makes  my  firm  and  me 
happy,  is  the  fact  that  we  know  that  the 
building  we  are  designing  will  be  a  centre 
of  spiritual  life. 

CONRAD  H.   SAYCE. 
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District   niqhlic/hts    .  .  . 


CAPE  DISTRICT 

District    President:    Brother    Alvin    Park. 

"St.  George's  Villa."  Forrest  Road. 

Rondebosch. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch     President:     Brother     Daniel     A. 
Cherrett.   14.  Serpentine.  Pinelands. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

Although  so  many  of  our  number  have 
been  away  attending  the  Conference  at 
Johannesburg,  we  have  not  allowed  that  to 
interfere  with  the  enjoyment  of  Christmas 
and  of  preparing  for  the  festive  season.  The 
Cape  members  have  indeed  spent  a  "merry 
Christmas"  and  hope  that  the  members 
throughout  the  mission  have  had  an 
equally  good  time,  and  that  the  blessings  of 
our  Heavenly  Father  will  continue  to  be 
with  them  throughout  the  New  Year. 

This  has  been  a  month  of  parties  and 
other  jollifications  and  everybody  has  tried 
to  give  the  young  folk  a  Christmas  to 
remember. 

The  first  of  the  festivities  was  a  "Scaven- 
ger Hunt"  organised  by  the  M.I. A.  on 
November  27th.  One  team  was  successful 
in  collecting  all  the  required  "loot,"  the 
others  were  not  so  far  behind  either.  A 
prize  was  awarded  the  winning  team. 

The  Sunday  School  was  responsible  for 
the  programme  at  evening  service  on  the 
2nd  December.  There  were  two  items  by 
the  Choir.  "Glory  to  God"  and  "Beyond  the 
Glittering  starry  skies."  Sister  Sheila  Hein 
read  the  23rd  Psalm,  and  Sister  Barbara 
Jean  Wright  the  4th  Section  of  Doctrine 
and  Covenants.  Sister  Beatrice  E.  Smith 
and  Brother  Hugh  Helm  spoke  on  "Ser- 
vice." which  was  the  theme  of  the  entire 
programme. 

It  has  been  pleasant  to  welcome  Brother 
Francis  Butt  back  after  his  long  illness,  we 
hope  that  he  may  continue  to  go  from 
strength  to  strength,  until  he  is  perfectly 
well  again. 

Sister  Valerie  Smith  has  been  very  ill 
and  we  pray  that  she  may  soon  be  restored 
to  health.  We  also  pray  for  the  recovery 
of  Sister  Violet  Joliffe. 

It  is  good  to  see  Sister  Beatrice  Julyan 
back  in  the  choir  after  her  recent  illness. 


Brother  Stanford  Park  has  been  in  hos- 
pital for  an  eye-operation. 

We  welcome  Brother  Gordon  Barton  as 
a  new  member.  He  was  baptized  on 
December  2nd.  His  little  son,  James,  was 
blessed  on  the  same  day. 

We  have  had  a  visitor  from  the  South 
London  Branch  with  us  for  a  few  days.  He 
is  Brother  Don  Smith,  who  passed  through 
Cape  Town  on  the  Bloemfontein  Castle.  We 
certainly  appreciated  a  visit  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  British  Mission. 

The  M.I.A.  summer  programme  is  going 
well.  A  film-show  was  given  on  the  4th  of 
December,  when  we  saw  pictures  of  other 
parts  of  Africa  and  a  screen-history  of  the 
"Grand  Prix"  motor-racing. 

The  junior  baseball-team  held  an  even- 
ing of  games  in  the  hall  on  Wednesday,  the 
5th,  to  raise  funds  for  equipment.  Those 
who  were  there  enjoyed  themselves  very 
much.  The  juniors  are  coming  on  now,  and 
have  a  couple  of  victories  to  their  credit. 
With  an  example,  such  as  the  first  team, 
they  had  to  follow  suit. 

President  Wright  was  the  speaker  at  a 
"Fireside  Chat"  on  December  2nd.  The  sub- 
ject of  "Dating"  drew  a  big  crowd,  who 
heard  much  that  was  good  for  them.  Re- 
freshments were  served  and  all  present 
agreed  that  it  was  an  evening  well-spent. 

A  Reunion  Supper  was  held  on  Saturday, 
December  8th.  This  was  sponsored  by  the 
Relief  Society,  who  took  on  full  responsi- 
bility for  all  jobs  in  connection  with  the 
function.  There  was  a  large  crowd  present 
and  everybody  felt  that  it  was  especially 
good  to  meet  old  friends  and  exchange 
Christmas  greetings.  The  programme  was 
quite  as  appetizing  as  the  good  fare.  We 
have  to  thank  Miss  Margaret  Long  for  her 
songs  and  Brother  Hugh  Helm  for  his  re- 
corder numbers.  A  Christmas  Message  was 
read  by  Sister  Beatrice  Smith  Special 
reminiscences  were  given  by  President 
Wright  and  Brother  Thomas  Wilson. 
Brother  Alvin  Park  was  the  toastmaster. 

We  extend  our  deep  and  sincere  sympathy 
to  Sister  Doreen  Wilson,  whose  stepfather. 
Dr.  Fennell.  died  at  the  end  of  November. 
We  pray  that  the  Lord  will  comfort  her 
family  In  this  bereavement. 

Sister  Eileen    King    and    her    daughter, 
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Ursula  are  holidaying  at  the  Cape.  We 
have  enjoyed  making  their  acquaintance 
and  hope  that  the  vagaries  of  the  Cape 
weather  will  not  put  them  against  coming 
back  for  another  vacation. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  of  the  serious  ill- 
ness of  Pierre  de  Roock,  husband  of  Sister 
Rita,  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  soon  re- 
store him  to  full  health  and  strength. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Jean  Behrens, 
who  attained  her  majority  on  December 
15th.  Jean  celebrated  her  coming-of-age 
by  giving  a  party  to  her  friends  of  the 
M.I.A.  on  December  11th  at  "Cumorah."  It 
was  a  very  happy  affair,  and  we  were 
pleased  to  see  so  many  out  to  enjoy  the 
celebration. 

Basketball  has  not  been  in  the  fore- 
ground for  a  long  time,  but  the  "stars"  are 
back  at  Mowbray  now,  as  we  discovered 
when  we  went  to  the  two  matches  that 
were  played  in  the  Gordons'  Hall  on 
December  12th.  Play  was  fast  and  furious 
in  the  match  between  the  American  and 
Canadian  missionaries.  We  were  an  ex- 
cited audience  and  got  the  full  enjoyment 
out  of  this  sport  as  spectators.  The  second 
match  was  full  of  movement  and  good  fun 
to  watch.  It  was  good  to  see  so  many 
friends  of  the  Church  attend  this  occa- 
sion; we  hope  that  their  interest  in  our 
sports  may  lead  them  to  become  interested 
in  the  Church  itself.  We  look  forward  to 
seeing  many  more  matches  in  the  near 
future,  when  Elder  Squire  and  his  more 
diminutive  team-mates  will  be  able  to 
show  us  what  they  can  do  with  the  ball. 

The  Relief  Society's  closing  social  was 
held  at  the  home  of  Sister  Rosaline  van 
Schalkwyk  on  13th  December.  Pinelands 
Presidency  were  the  guests  of  the  Mow- 
bray Sisters.  It  was  good  to  play  some  of 
the  Christmas  games  again  ,and  to  find 
our  fortunes  in  the  ball  of  fate.  There  was 
an  exchange  of  gifts  between  the  Sisters. 
and  some  ingenuity  must  have  been  exer- 
cised to  keep  the  prices  of  the  gfts  within 
the  stipulated  limit.  The  catering  arrange- 
ments were  in  the  capable  hands  of  Sisters 
Zoreida  Williams  and  Antoinette  Mac- 
Farlane.  (Some  of  us  will  have  to  go  on 
a  spare  diet  after  these  Christmas  parties.) 

The  M.I.A.  Christmas  party  was  held  on 
December  18th.  Well,  everybody  likes 
parties,  so  we  were  not  surprised  at  the 
splendid  turn-out.  The  evening  was  spent 
in  playing  games  and  dancing  with  an  ex- 
change of  presents  among  the  guests. 

The  Branch  Picnic  was  held  on  Decem- 


ber 17th  (tradition  has  it  that  the  picnic 
must  be  held  on  Dingaan's  Day).  Before 
7.30  a.m.,  the  picnickers  were  all  set  for 
the  great  day.  Eager  young  voices  were 
heard  explaining  just  where  they  wanted 
to  sit  on  the  lorry — some  of  them  even  went 
so  far  as  to  discuss  what  they  were  going 
to  have  for  lunch.  Our  kiddies  certainly 
do  look  forward  to  the  great  outing  of  the 
year.  The  destination  was  Crown  Forest, 
which  is  fast  becoming  the  favourite 
camping-spot  of  our  young  people,  and  no 
wonder  for  it  is  one  of  the  beauty-spots  of 
the  Peninsula.  Many  regretted  rather  rash 
sun-bathing  but,  once  the  peeling  was  over, 
their  tan  was  the  envy  of  the  beholders. 

The  exodus  to  the  Transvaal  began  on 
the  same  day.  President  Wright  and 
family  passed  the  picnickers  on  the  High 
Street,  African,  and  received  many  good- 
bye signals. 

The  Annual  Christmas  Tree-party  was 
hailed  as  the  "best-ever"  by  the  youngest 
members  of  the  Sunday-School,  as  replete 
with  the  good  things  that  had  been  t^o- 
vided  for  the  "inner  man,"  hugging 
curiously  shaped  parcels  to  their  flat  little 
chests,  and  full  of  wonder  at  the  "magic" 
wrought  by  the  conjurer,  they  left  for 
home  and  bed  on  the  21st.  The  Sunday 
School  Superintendency  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  splendid  show  that  they 
gave  to  all  those  who  were  present.  The 
Tree,  a  splendid  glistening  old  fellow,  was 
a  source  of  many  "Ohs  and  Ahs,"  as  tiny 
faces  looked  up  at  glittering  stars  and 
shiny  baubles.  The  appearance  of  Santa 
Claus  was  the  signal  for  cheers  from  our 
small  people.  We  have  to  render  a  series 
of  very  hearty  thanks  for  all  the  items  and 
to  those  who  so  willingly  gave  of  their  time 
and  talents  to  make  this  party  a  real 
"highlight"  for  our  children,  especially 
Captain  Renaud  and  Sergeant  Du  Preez, 
and  Messrs.  Nestle  and  Cadbury  who  pro- 
vided the  chocolates  which  were  given  to 
each  child.  To  those  sisters  who  laboured 
so  manfully  in  the  background  to  ensure 
that  the  party-fare  should  be  ready  on 
time,  we  also  offer  our  thanks. 

Our  hearty  congratulations  go  to  Brother 
Hugh  Helm  who  has  received  his  degree 
as  Master  of  Science  at  the  University  of 
Cape  Town.  He  was  "capped"  at  the 
graduation  ceremony  in  the  Jameson  Hall 
on  the  14th. 

A  special  Christmas  programme  was  put 
on  by  the  Sunday  School  on  the  23rd.  The 
old  carols  were  sung  by  the  congregation. 
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Neville  Butt  locilcti  a  Christmas  Prayer. 
Rene  Hubert  recited  the  poem.  "Jesus  Our 
Brother,"  Sister  Edith  Wiid  told  the 
"Greatest  Story  Ever  Told"  and  Brother 
Eddie  Higgs  spoke  on  the  meaninfi  of 
Christmas.  Brother  Sam  Rayncr  con- 
tributed a  piano-solo  and  Brother  Hugh 
Helm  an  or^an  solo.  It  was  a  programme 
that  made  Christmas  very  real  to  all  of  us. 

Pinclands  and  Mowbray  Relief  Societies 
combined  in  a  cake-sale  and  sale  of  work 
at  Pinelands  on  the  15th.  Between  them, 
they  raised  an  amount  of  over  twenty-five 
poundjf— which  is  a  remarkably  fine  result 
at  this  time  of  the  year. 

We  were  pleased  to  welcome  Sisler 
Hazel  Kotzc  to  the  Cape  for  her  vacation. 
Her  baby,  Leonard,  was  blessed  on  the 
15th. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  Freimond. 
the  husband  of  Sister  Maatjie  Freimond,  is 
seriously  ill  in  hospital,  and  we  pray  that 
he  may  soon  be  blessed  with  a  return  to 
health. 

In-spite  of  the  fact  that  there  had  been 
such  a  ".general  exodus"  during  the  pre- 
ceding week,  the  Sacrament  Meeting  on 
the  23rd  was  very  well-attended.  There 
was  a  feeling  of  Christmas  in  the  air,  as 
the  choir  opened  with  the  item  "Glory  to 
God."  The  second  choral  number  was 
"Hark  the  Glad  Sound."  Sister  Beatrice 
Smith  told  a  Christmas  Story,  and  Brother 
Sam  Rayner  addressed  us  on  the  words  of 
Isaiah,  "For  Unto  Us  a  Child  is  Born."  Not 
even  the  sudden  storm  that  came  up  while 
we  were  in  church  could  dampen  the 
spirit  that  was  abroad,  and  there  was  a 
fine  gathering  of  folk  wishing  each  other 
the  old.old  wish  before  we  left  for  our 
homes.  "Merry  Xmas  and  a  Happy  New 
Year." 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

President:    N.    Goosen,    "Zerin,"    Mayville 
Road,  Bellville. 

Reported  by  Dorathea  Storey. 

On  the  9th  of  December  the  Branch  held 
its  Sunday  School  and  Sacrament  meetings 
at  -Eerste  River  as  the  Epping  Garden 
members  were  there  as  our  guests  for  the 
day.  President  Wright  and  his  family  also 
attended  and-  were  our  chief  guests.  A 
Mid-day  meal  was  provided  for  all  and  our 
thanks  for  everything  go  to  the  Halse 
family  for  all  they  did. 

On  the  evening -of  the  14th  a  Christmas 
Tree  .was  held  at  Eerste  River  which  was 


j^ivert  by  the  Branch  Auxiliaries.  President 
Wright  and  his  family  were  also  there 
Elder  Owen  was  in  charge  of  the  evening  s 
programme.  When  Santa  appeared  there 
was  much  excitement  among  the  children 
and  he  gave  everyone  present  a  gift.  The 
Sisters  provided  the  eats  and  a  good  time 
was  had  by  all. 

The  Halse  family  have  gone  to  aiiind 
convention  which  was  held  at  Ramah. 
From  Johannesburg  they  will  start  their 
holiday. 

TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT 

District  President:  George  C.  Ganter.  132, 
Stanhope  Road,  Malvern,  Johannesburg. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch     President:     Francis     Donly.     194, 
Somerset  Road.  Kensington.  Jhb. 

Reported  by  Mary  Millan  Stark. 

The  Building  Fund  Committee  continues 
to  hold  functions  in  order  to  raise  more 
money,  some  of  which  have  been  a  Second 
Economy  Utility  Sale  in  the  Masonic  Hall, 
and  the  regular  Square  Dancing  sessions  in 
the  Phyllencha  Hall.  The  latter  have 
attracted  many  friends  of  the  Church  and 
preparations  are  in  hand  for  a  grand  "hoe- 
down"  in  the  City  Hall  on  January  26th. 
when  a  large  crowd  is  expected  to  watch 
and  participate  in  this  social  form  of 
dancing. 

The  Sunday  School  children  were  treated 
to  a  party  and  a  visit  from  Santa  Claus 
himself  this  month  and  from  small  to 
large  voted  it  the  best  event  of  the  year. 
Congratulations  to  the  Sunday  School 
Officers  for  their  efforts  especially  to  Sister 
Norma  Ninow. 

Word  has  reached  us  that  Sister 
Margaret  (Peggy)  Jennings,  formerly  of 
Ramah  Branch,  has  accepted  a  full  partner- 
ship in  the  matrimonial  stakes  by  joining 
her  Fate  to  that  of  Dr.  Robert  Dale  Denny. 
The  wedding  took  place  in  "The  Wee  Kirk 
O'  the  Heather"  in  Las  Vegas.  Nevada  in 
November.  Her  friends  wish  them  all  the 
best  in  the  world. 

The  Mutual  closed  a  successful  year  by 
holding  a  bumper  picnic  at  Meredale  on 
Dingaan's  Day.  The  programme  consisted 
of  swimming,  games,  square  dancing,  and 
of  course  eating.  During  the  day  Brother 
Provich  collapsed  and  had  to  be  taken  to 
hospital.    We  wish  him  a  speedy. recovery. 
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NORTH-WESTERN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Wm.   H.   Brummer,  37, 
Alberts  Road,  Newlands,  Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Janetta  E.  S.  Brummer. 

From  the  2nd  week  of  November,  all  our 
meetings  have  been  held  at  the  home  of 
Sister  E.  Lilian  Brummer,  because  of 
whooping  cough  in  the  home  of  Brother 
Alfred  McKnight. 

On  the  15th  of  November  the  Relief 
Society  closed  with  a  social  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Nicholas  Van  Staden. 
There  were  16  present. 

On  the  2nd  of  December  a  Baptismal  ser- 
vice was  held  at  Ramah  at  which  Louis  E. 
Van  Staden  of  Ferndale  and  Martinus  J. 
Joubert  of  Edenvale,  were  baptized  and 
confirmed. 

Sister  Aletta  J.  Brummer  who  has  been 
ailing  for  some  time  has  undergone  an 
operation  in  the  Park  Nursing  Home  and  is 
well  on  her  way  to  recovery. 

The  North-Western  Branch  sends  the 
compliments  of  the  season  to  all  Brothers 
and  Sisters  in  the  Gospel. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  DISTRICT  AND 
BRANCH 

President:    Elder    Rodney    T.    Clark,    18, 
Caithness  Road,  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Reported  by  Enid  Griffith. 

This  month's  happenings  commenced 
with  the  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree 
which  was  held  on  the  13th.  There  were  52 
members  and  friends  gathered  in  the 
S.O.E.  Scout  Hall,  which  was  very  well 
decorated  for  the  occasion.  Santa  Claus 
arrived  in  good  time.  He  gave  us  a  lovely 
story  on  the  birth  of  Christ,  then  he  called 
each  one  and  gave  them  a  gift,  from  the 
oldest  to  the  youngest,  all  received  a  gift 
and  a  happy  time  was  spent. 

On  the  23rd  we  were  very  happy  to  have 
with  us,  at  our  evening  service.  Brother 
and  Sister  Spear  and  family.  Sister  Ter- 
blanche.  Sister  Van  de  Venter,  Brother  and 
Sister  Fourie,  who  are  here  from  Luanshya 
Branch  of  Northern  Rhodesia.  They  are 
camping  out  at  Humewood,  and  we  hope  to 
see  more  of  them  before  they  leave.  We 
regret  to  announce  that  Sister  Van  De 
Walt  has  been  sent  back  to  hospital.  She 
was  only  out  a  short  time  when  the  old 
trouble  returned  and  now  she  is  back  in 
the  hospital  and  may  have  to  undergo 
another  operation.  We  hope  and  pray  that 
she  will  make  a  speedy  recovery. 


Brother  Charsley  from  Rhodesia  is  also 
on  the  sick  list.  We  hope  he  will  soon  re- 
cover and  be  able  to  join  his  family  who 
are  camping  at  Humewood.  Brother  R.  K. 
F.  DoUer  is  a  little  better.  We  all  hope 
that  everyone  throughout  the  mission  has 
had  a  very  Merry  Xmas  and  we  wish  them 
all  a  Happy  New  Year. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Floyd  E.  Trimble, 
164,  Voortrekker  Rd.,  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S. 

Reported  by  Pat  Murphy. 

December  has  been  another  busy  month 
for  us  here  in  Bloemfontein.  John  and 
Peter  Daubney  were  baptized  by  Elder  F. 
Trimble  and  confirmed  by  Elder  G.  Whit- 
ing. Branch  Conference  was  also  held  here 
on  arrival  of  President  Wright.  We  were 
very  pleased  to  see  the  President  and 
Sister  Wright  and  the  family.  Elder  Dimar 
Hogan  accompanied  them. 

We  had  another  cake  sale  in  aid  of  funds 
for  our  chapel  and  we  did  remarkably  well 
considering  that  there  were  other  cake 
sales  raging  in  the  same  street  on  the  same 
day. 

We  had  our  Christmas  Party  at  Sister 
Daubney's  house  and  the  children  really 
enjoyed  themselves.  They  were  thrilled  by 
Father  Christmas  who,  although  hidden 
behind  a  mask  and  cottonwool,  looked 
rather  familiar  needless  to  say. 

Elder  Gary  Whiting,  our  Branch  Presi- 
dent, has  left  us  and  we  thank  him  for  the 
good  work  amongst  us  in  his  short  period 
of  service.  Elder  Don  Bush  has  also  left 
us  and  we  wish  him  the  Lord's  blessing  in 
his  new  labours.  Elder  Young  has  left 
after  being  with  us  about  7  months.  We 
wish  him  a  happy  trip  home.  Elder  F. 
'Trimble  has  been  appointed  our  new 
Branch  President,  and  we  wish  him  success 
in  his  new  calling. 

There  has  been  much  talk  of  getting 
another  hall  in  which  to  hold  meetings  as 
we  have  outgrown  the  old  Scout  Hall.  We 
feel  very  sentimental  about  the  old  hall, 
but  the  time  has  come  now  that  we  will 
have  to  get  a  move  on  as  the  Branch  has 
grown.  When  we  have  a  full  attendance 
there  is  no  room  for  an  investigator. 

Furthermore,  we  are  all  in  good  health 
and  pray  that  we  may  remain  that  way  to  ■ 
meet  the  many  things  required  of  us  in 
this  coming  year  of  activities. 

The  Bloemfontein  Branch  wishes  a 
Happy  New  Year  to  everyone  and  we  pray 
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that  the  Lord  will  grant  all  of  you  your 
righteous  desires. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Elder    Monroe    Gunn 

McKay,  144,  Ridge  Road,  Berriedale  Flats, 

Durban. 

Many  people  this  year  will  have  received 
lovely  Xmas  gifts  bought  of  the  Relief 
Society  Sisters  Sale  of  Work  held  on  the 
1st  December.  Their  Cake  Sale  was  a  big 
success  too. 

On  the  7th  December  the  M.I.A.  brought 
their  year  and  their  round  of  Braaivleis  to 
a  happy  close  by  holding  a  Braaivleis  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Seager  in 
Pinetown.  After  the  eats  were  over,  there 
was  a  Virginia  Reel,  followed  by  some 
crazy  turns  by  Brother  Seager.  Elders 
McKay  and  Leavitt  brought  the  evening 
to  a  hair-raising  close  with  some  weird 
Ghost  stories,  with  all  the  trappings. 

Our  Children's  Xmas  Tree,  held  on  the 
18th  December,  deviated  from  the  usual 
trend  in  that  instead  of  games  as  a  pre- 
liminary there  was  a  short  concert,  spon- 
sored largely  by  a  well-known  dancing 
studio.  Then  came  the  paper  hats  and  the 
sit-down  party,  long  tables  piled  high  with 
all  sorts  of  goodie  and  ice  cream  to  delight 
the  little  people.  Then  the  happy  climax, 
the  long  awaited  Xmas  presents. 

Once  again  the  long  weekend  drew  up- 
country  members  to  our  city,  this  time 
Bros.  Cecil  and  Don  Ninow,  of  Ramah. 

EAST   LONDON   DISTRICT   AND 
BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Gary  C.  Peck, 

52,  Frere  Road,  East  London. 

Reported  by  Theodora  Booysen. 

A  very  inspiring  baptismal  service  was 
held  at  Nahoon  Mouth  on  the  25th  Novem- 
ber, when  Ian  McCallum  was  baptized  by 
Elder  Gary  C.  Peck.  Later  on,  at  our  Sun- 
day School  service,  he  was  confirmed  a 
member  by  Elder  Elwin  J.  Slater. 

Corrie  and  Florie  Tol,  who  left  us  some 
while  ago  to  take  up  residence  in  Bloem- 
fontein,  paid  East  London  a  short  visit  just 
before  Christmas.  We  were  very  happy  to 
have  these  fine  lads  amongst  us  again. 

Our  Christmas  Party,  held  on  the  16th, 
proved  to  be  a  very  enjoyable  one  indeed. 
We  had  a  lovely  big  crowd  of  children 
attending,  who  had  a  whale  of  a  time  play- 
ing games  organised  by  thf  Elders,  and 
tucking   into   the   feast   prepared   by   the 


sisters.  None  of  this,  however,  was  as  much 
fun  as  the  visit  of  Santa  Claus  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  lovely  presents  to  all.  We 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  con- 
veying our  appreciation  to  Sister  Mona 
McCallum  for  the  hard  work  she  put  into 
this  party. 

Members  and  friends  of  Elder  Slater 
were  very  sorry  to  say  goodbye  to  him,  as 
he  will  not  be  coming  back  to  East  London 
after  Convention.  Elder  Slater  will  be 
much  missed  for  his  charming  personality 
and  happy  smile.  Our  beet  wishes  go  with 
him. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Elder    Q.    T.    Palmer, 
38,  Baines  Ave.,  Salisbury,  S.R. 

Greetings  and  salutations  from  the  Salis- 
bury branch  to  all  the  Mission  wishing  you 
all  a  bright  and  happy  New  Year,  and  may 
the  Lord  continue  to  bless  you  in  the  work 
you  are  doing. 

The  formation  of  the  Sunday  School 
superintendency  has  been  completed  this 
month.  Sister  Youriel  Rickson  was  set 
apart  as  first  Counsellor  to  Brother  Hugh 
Hodgkiss,  to  be  responsible  for  reports,  and 
generally  assist,  and  Sister  Ursula  King 
was  set  apart  as  second  Counsellor,  to  be 
responsible  for  the  Junior  Sunday  School. 

Thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  Sister  King 
and  Sister  Ursula  the  children's  Christmas 
party  was  a  great  success.  Held  at  the 
home  of  Sisi,er  King  a  very  fine  time  was 
topped  by  the  arrival  of  Santa  Claus 
"Holman"  from  the  air  port  who  dis- 
tributed gifts  and  prizes  to  those  present. 
We  were  very  pleased  to  see  Brother  and 
Sister  Maple  with  their  children  from 
Banket,  and  Sister  Smith  and  children 
from  Inyazura. 

The  party  was  held  early  as  Sister  King 
and  Sister  Ursula  were  leaving  on  holiday 
for  Cape  Town.  Before  leaving  Sister 
Ursula  was  presented  with  a  lovely  bunch 
of  flowers  by  some  of  her  little  pupils. 

Mormonism  is  in  the  news  in  Salisbury 
these  days  due  to  the  Missionaries  teaching 
Square  dancing  in  the  public  halls.  The 
public,  after  reading  of  the  Johannesburg 
accounts,  approached  the  Elders  to  teach  it 
here.  Two  meetings  have  been  held  so  far 
with  an  average  attendance  of  450  people 
all  struggling  to  learn  the  steps.  We  pray 
this  may  be  instrumental  in  showing  the 
people  the  path  to  the  Gospel. 
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